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Marcela Bencika mam tl ¢est’ poznat’ od roku 2008, ked” sme sa stretli na konferencii KUPE4 v
Ziline. Podujatie, ktoré sa konalo v malom slovenskom meste, bolo jednym z najlepsie
zorganizovanych stretnuti v oblasti vizuélnej komunikécie, kde Gcastnici z ro6znych krajin (a
kontinentov) diskutovali o otdzkach ndrodnej identity v dizajne. I8lo o kombindciu seriéznych

niekol'kodniovych diskusii a srde¢nej, priatel'skej atmosféry. Tam som sa dozvedel, Zze za koncepciou
a organizaciou tohto kazdoro¢ného podujatia stoji Marcel Ben¢ik.

O niekol'ko rokov neskdér som mal moznost’ sledovat’ jeho kuratorskd pracu na vystave slovenského
dizajnu vo LCvove. Bola to vystava nerealizovanych projektov, vratane projektov jeho Studentov.
Neskor sa moji kolegovia zo Lvovskej ndrodnej akadémie umeni dozvedeli o jeho sktsenostiach a
odbornych znalostiach v oblasti vystavného dizajnu a pozvali ho, aby sa o ne podelil so Studentmi.
Marcel dvakrat navstivil naSu katedru grafického dizajnu, prezentoval svoje prace a prednéasky o
metodike dizajnu. T4 zahffiala vystavny dizajn, ktory kombinoval graficky, produktovy a interiérovy
dizajn. Nielen na nasej akadémii, ale aj na Ukrajine len méalokto pracoval takymto inter-

disciplindrnym spdsobom. V désledku toho boli tieto stretnutia dlhé a cenné pre Studentov aj
pedagogov.

S Marcelom Ben¢ikom sme zacali ¢astejSie komunikovat’ v roku 2022, ked’ Ukrajina Eelila rozsiahlej
invéazii Ruska. Marcel zmobilizoval celu siet’ eurdpskych umeleckych §kél na pomoc ukrajinskym
Studentom utekajicim pred vojnou. Neslo len o humanitarnu pomoc, ale aj o zavdzok zabezpecit,
aby kazdy §tudent mohol pokraovat’ v §tidiu na partnerskej akadémii. Mladi ukrajinski umelci a
dizajnéri tak ziskali cenné profesionalne a kultirne skisenosti.

Od vstupu naSej akadémie do siete ELIA sme sa s Marcelom Benéikom stretavali na medzinarodnych
kongresoch. Na zaklade jeho odporticani sme zacali komunikovat’ s viacerymi umeleckymi Skolami,
¢o vyustilo do d'alSich partnerstiev. Marcel je GspeSny nielen v profesionadlnom networkingu, ale aj v
sti¢asnom diskurze umeleckého vzdelavania. Casto organizuje neformalne stretnutia alebo diskusné
panely, na ktorych kolegovia z réznych krajin vyraznym spdsobom prehlbuju Giroven diskusie. Moja
nedévna navsieva Vvsokej Skoly vytvarnych umeni v Bratislave mi umoZnila dozvediet’ sa viac

o jeho administrativnej praci a potvrdila, Ze jeho vizie pre umelecké a dizajnérske vzdelavanie st
vel'mi cenné nielen doma, ale aj pre nas, zahrani¢nych partnerov




Hodnotenie Marcela Benéika ako dizajnéra je jednoduché a zloZité zarovet. Jednoduché, pretoze
jeho rozsiahle portfolio poskytuje dostatok materidlu na posudenie. ZloZité preto, lebo jeho projekty
st pozoruhodne réznorodé. Toto leto som mal ti Gest’ byt’ ¢lenom medzindrodnej poroty stitaze
Slovak Design Award. Marcel viedol v pocte kategérii, v ktorych boli prezentované jeho prace.
Vietky boli kvalitné, vd’aka Comu sa stal lidrom v poéte nominacii na ocenenie.

V dizajne publikécii Marcel Benéik predvadza svoje majstrovstvo v typografii a rozvrhnuti, s
mnohymi neCakanymi formétmi, rozloZeniami a celkovou reZijnou viziou publikacie. Ddsledne
pracuje s technolégiami a materidlmi, knihu, asopis alebo broziru navrhuje ako jedineény
materidlny objekt, kde je hmatovy zaZzitok rovnako délezity ako vizudlna stranka. Interakcia s tymto
objektom je Casto herna, ¢im vtahuje divaka do aktivnej innosti. Keby Marcel vytvoril len svoje
publikécie, stacilo by to na uznanie. Jeho portfélio v3ak zahfila aj mnozstvo plagétov, ktoré st zndme
svojimi vyraznymi typografickymi kompoziciami, ako aj vizualnou identitou a naviga¢nymi
systémami.

Vysvetlenie vSestrannosti Marcela Bencika moZzno spociva v jeho primérnej $pecializdcii - vystavny
dizajn. Objavuje sa tu vo v3etkych moZnych rolach: graficky dizajnér, architekt, interiérovy dizajnér,
dizajnér mestského prostredia, dizajnér nabytku, svetelny dizajnér, scénograf, mediadlny umelec,
konceptualny umelec a rezisér. Casto vystupuje ako editor a niekedy dokonca prebers tlohy
technoldga, stolara a stavitela. '

Pristup Marcela Benéika ku kazdému ndvrhu vystavy je jedine¢ny a vel'mi r6znorody. V niektorych
pripadoch nechéva priestor viest', v inych ho spochybiiuje a radikédlne pretvara. Jeho préaca siaha od
miniatirnych prvkov aZ po gigantické konstrukcie. NajdoleZitej$im aspektom je vak interakeia s
vystavnymi objektmi. Je zndme, Ze umelecké a dizajnérske diela a rézne artefakty menia svoj
vyznam v zévislosti od kontextu. Marcel Ben€ik chape, Ze “médium je posolstvo® a toto poznanie
vyuziva. Spajanim autorskych zamerov, kurétorskej vizie a vlastného vnimania vytvéra navrhy, ktoré
zvyraziiuj ur€ité aspekty objektu a iné zjemiiuju. Tieto jemné Gpravy mu umoZituji vytvéarat
jedineéné posolstvé a dojmy.

Ked?e Marcel Bendik zadina kazdy projekt dokladnym vyskumom, na zaciatku svojej prace
prechadza osobnou premenou. Mdze byt vazny alebo hravy, spravat sa ako dospely alebo diet’a, byt’
formalne velkolepy alebo neformalny, tradi¢ny alebo avantgardny, punti¢kérsky alebo expresivny,
pragmaticky alebo intuitivny, precitliveny alebo odvazny. Pozoruhodné je, Ze v jeho kariére sa
mnohokrat stdva, Ze t4 istd vystava putuje na rézne miesta a zakazdym ziskava nové rozmery. Pre
Marcela je “osobny §tyl“ v dizajne nemozny. Pracuje s naj$ir§Sim spektrom ludskych emécii,
navrhuje nielen grafiku, vybavenie alebo priestory, ale aj jedinecné 'udské zazitky.




Filozofia dizajnu Marcela Ben¢ika sa odrdZa v $tyroch aspektoch jeho Ateliéru Space: identita
miesta, navigdcia v priestore, intervencia a prezentacia. Vyskum je ddleZitym aspektom na
kaZdej Grovni vzdeldvania. Studenti skimajii vetky aspekty priestoru, fyzikalne aj filozofické,
pricom vyskum pokraCuje empiricky a kon¢f analyzou Gspe$nych/netspesnych vysledkov. Ako
vidiet z fotoreportéZi, Studentské projekty st odvazne a vyspelé. Talent Marcela Bendika spajat’
I'udi okolo dblezitych mysSlienok sa prejavuje v medzindrodnej spolupraci a v angazovani
odbornikov z viacerych krajin na spolupracu s Ateliérom Space.

Okrem véetkych uvedenych aktivit asto prednasa a publikuje v médidch na témy tykajuce sa
dizajnu, robi rdzne prednésky a prezentdcie na konferenciach a inych podujatiach, vedie
workshopy pre Studentov v réznych krajinach, posudzuje absolventské prace, ziiastiiuje sa na
porotdch sit'aZi a organizuje vystavy, konferencie a stitaze. Jeho prinos v tejto oblasti v rdmeci
Slovenska i na medzinarodnej Grovni pod&iarkuje jeho povest jedného z najoddanejsich a
najvSestrannej$ich odbornikov v oblasti dizajnu v Eurdpe.

Po presktimani rozsiahleho diela pdna Bencika je zrejmé, Ze jeho prinos d’aleko presahuje
konvenéné hranice. Jeho vplyv na oblast’ dizajnu v kombinécii s jeho angaZovanostou v oblasti
vzdeldvania a medzindrodnej spolupréce si zasliZi najvyssie uznanie. Rozhodne podporujem
udelenie titulu profesor Marcelovi Bencikovi, ArtD, ako ocenenia jeho vynikajacich vysledkov a
pretrvavajuceho vplyvu vo vzdeldvani v oblasti umenia a dizajnu.

Podpis
Dr. Vasyl Kosiv
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| have had the privilege of knowing Marcel Bencik since 2008, when we met at the
KUPE4 conference in Zilina. The event, held in a small Slovak town, was one of the
most well-organized gatherings in the field of visual communication, where participants
from various countries (and continents) discussed issues of national identity in design. It
was a combination of serious multi-day discussions and a warm, friendly atmosphere.
There, | learned that Marcel Benc&ik was behind the concept and organization of this
annual event.

A few years later, | had the opportunity to observe his curatorial work on an exhibition of
Slovak design in Lviv. It was an exhibition of unrealized projects, including those of his
students. Later, my colleagues from the Lviv National Academy of Arts learned about his
experience and expertise in exhibition design and invited him to share it with students.
Twice, Marcel visited our Graphic Design Department, presenting his works and giving
lectures on design methodology. This encompassed exhibition design that combined
graphic, product, and interior design. Not only in our Academy but also in Ukraine, very
few worked in such an interdisciplinary way. As a result, these meetings were long and
valuable for both students and faculty.

We began communicating more frequently with Marcel Benc¢ik in 2022, when Ukraine
faced a full-scale invasion by Russia. Marcel mobilized an entire network of European
art schools to assist Ukrainian students fleeing the war. This was not just humanitarian
aid but also a commitment to ensure that each student could continue their studies at a
partner academy. Thus, young Ukrainian artists and designers gained valuable
professional and cultural experiences.

Since our Academy joined the ELIA network, we have met Marcel Bencik at
international congresses. Based on his recommendations, we began communication
with several art schools, which evolved into further partnerships. Marcel is not only
successful in professional networking; he is deeply attuned to the contemporary
discourse of art education. He often organizes additional informal meetings or panels
where colleagues from different countries significantly deepen the level of discussion.
My recent visit at the Academy in Bratislava allowed me to learn more about his



administrative work and confirmed that his visions for art and design education are
highly valuable not only at home but also for us, his foreign partners.

Evaluating Marcel Bencik as a designer is both simple and complex. Simple because
his extensive portfolio provides ample material for review. Complex because his
projects are remarkably diverse. This summer, | had the honor of being part of the
international jury for the Slovak Design Award. Marcel led in the number of categories in
which his works were presented. All of them were of high quality, making him the leader
in the number of nominations for awards.

In publication design, Marcel Bencik showcases his mastery of typography and layout,
with many unexpected formats, layouts, and overall directorial vision of the publication.
He is meticulous with technologies and materials, designing a book, magazine, or
brochure as a unique material object where tactile experience is as important as the
visual aspects. Interaction with this object is often gamified, drawing the viewer into
active engagement. If Marcel had created only his publications, it would have been
enough for recognition. However, his portfolio also includes numerous posters, known
for their strong typographic compositions, as well as visual identity and navigation
systems.

Perhaps the explanation for Marcel BencCik’s versatility lies in his primary specialization
— exhibition design. Here, he reveals himself in all possible roles: graphic designer,
architect, interior designer, urban environment designer, furniture designer, lighting
designer, scenographer, media artist, conceptual artist, and director. He often acts as an
editor and sometimes even takes on roles like technologist, carpenter, and builder.

Marcel BencCik’s approach to each exhibition design is unique and highly varied. In
some cases, he lets the space lead; in others, he challenges and radically transforms it.
His work with scale ranges from miniature elements to giant constructions. However,
the most important aspect is the interaction with the exhibition objects. It’'s known that
art and design works, and various artifacts, change their meaning depending on
context. Marcel Bencik understands that “The Medium is the Message” and uses this
knowledge. By blending the author’s intentions, curatorial vision, and his own
perceptions, he creates designs that highlight certain aspects of the object while
softening others. These subtle adjustments allow him to craft unique messages and
impressions.

Because Marcel BencCik begins each project with thorough research, he undergoes
personal transformation at the start of his work. He can be serious or playful, behave
like an adult or a child, be formally grand or informal, traditional or avant-garde,
meticulous or expressive, pragmatic or intuitive, hyper-sensitive or bold. Notably, his
career features many instances where the same exhibition travels to different locations,
gaining new dimensions each time. For Marcel, having a “personal style” in design is
impossible. He works with the broadest spectrum of human emotions, designing not just
graphics, equipment, or spaces but unique human experiences.



Marcel Bencik’s design philosophy is reflected in four aspects of his Studio Space:
identity of a place, navigation in space, intervention, and presentation. Research is a
vital aspect at every level of education. Students explore all aspects of space —both
physical and philosophical—continuing their research empirically and concluding with
an analysis of successful/unsuccessful outcomes. As seen from photo reports, the
student projects are bold and mature. Marcel Bencik’s talent for bringing people
together around important ideas is evident in his international collaborations and in
engaging professionals from several countries to work with Studio Space.

In addition to all the aforementioned activities, he frequently speaks and publishes on
design topics in the media, delivers numerous lectures and presentations at
conferences and other events, conducts workshops for students in different countries,
reviews graduate works, participates in competition juries, and organizes exhibitions,
conferences, and competitions. His contributions to the field, both within Slovakia and
internationally, highlights his reputation as one of the most dedicated and versatile
design professionals in Europe.

Having reviewed Mr. Bencik’s comprehensive body of work, it is evident that his
contributions extend far beyond conventional boundaries. His impact on the field of
design, combined with his commitment to education and international collaboration,
warrants the highest recognition. | strongly support the conferral of the title of Professor
to Marcel Bencik, ArtD, acknowledging his distinguished achievements and ongoing
influence in art and design education.

podpisany v.r.

Dr. Vasyl Kosiv





