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I have had the opportunity to get to know Marcel Benčík during my work as 
Vice President and Chair of the Leadership & Strategy Working Group of Cu-
mulus Association. On invitation, Marcel Benčík made an important contribu-
tion to the Working Group, and based on this experience I had various con-
versations to establish an academic collaboration between KISD and the 
Academy of Fine Arts and Design Bratislava. I was very impressed by his 
work as Head of Studio Space at his Department of Visual Communication 
and by his strong and visionary ambitions as Vice-Rector for International Co-
operation. Based on those conversations, I recommended Marcel Benčík and 
Academy of Fine Arts and Design Bratislava to join and become a partner in 
the international Winter School of GSA (Glasgow School of Art) that I am co-
leading since its establishment in 2015. Based on this various and extreme 
positive impressions of and experiences with Marcel Benčík, it is a pleasure 
and an honor for me to contribute as a peer reviewer for his application. 
 
Looking at the provided material and the broad range of his extremely produc-
tive work and his impressive CV, I want to share with you my perspectives on 
his strong achievements: 
 
Portfolio and activities at the University: Marcel Benčík has a strong port-
folio of a very strong bandwith that goes beyond traditional boundaries of vis-
ual communication and graphic design. His strong track in exhibitions and 
spatial works complement very strong with his visual work. His list of publica-
tions and exhibitions is impressive and outstanding, and compared to the col-
leagues I know well in Germany at Universities, I have to appreciate his 
productivity, but also artistic outcome. His work is a unique approach to 
weave contemporary aspects of societal problems and issues with scientific 
experimentation, critical reflection and artistic expression. Looking at his 
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portfolio, I am impressed by the different media he is using and the bandwith 
of his artistic expressions that for sure both reflect and influence contempo-
rary practices. I am sure that he is perceived in visual communication, sculp-
ture, fashion, theater, photography, product design and spatial design for his 
works. His sensibility allows him to come up with a remarkable visual lan-
guage in his many exhibitions, carefully emphasizing the presented subjects 
and responding to the selected or given spatial situations. His remarkable out-
comes in his wayfinding projects give evidence for his deep understanding of 
spatial perceptions and architectural elements to complement them by unique, 
strong and subtle design solutions that not only give orientation to people, but 
also strengthen the identity of architecture and space. 
 
Looking at the range of works where he created visual identity for exhibitions 
and theaters, his visual language is sensitive and rich in expression and it is 
impressive that all of the very different works are coming from one person. 
This is also visible in his remarkable book designs and post stamps. All his 
works are responding to content and artists in a very unique way and I can  
imagine him contributing to the contemporary visual culture in Slovakia and its 
neighboring countries. 
 
The many awards he received for his works as a designer and artist as well 
as for his exhibitions give additional evidence for his outstanding achieve-
ments. I am sure this not only of greatest benefit for his students, but also has 
a strong influence on the artistic / design scene in this context what makes 
him an ideal candidate to achieve the title of a (full) Professor at your Univer-
sity. 
 
His strategic expertise at the University, from Head of Studio /Department of 
Visual Communication) since 2018, followed by his activities as head of the 
whole Department of Visual Communication and his strong engagement as 
Vice Rector for International Cooperation are giving evidence for his strong 
ambitions, his visions and his leadership skills. Without his ambitions to reach 
out for new partnerships - based on opportunities both his artistic and profes-
sional background, but also on the ambitions of the whole University. This is 
how I met him and appreciated his outstanding engagement for cooperation, 
his absolute reliability and his strength in framing possibilities for collabora-
tions. 
 
International Expertise: His strong international visibility is the reason I got 
to know him in 2019. As head of International Collaboration at my University, I 
was looking for partners in the eastern part of Europe and both colleagues but 
also the Secretary General of Cumulus strongly recommended me to get in 
touch with Marcel Benčík. His knowledge of different academic structures (in 
other countries and educational systems) are an excellent precondition for our 



conversations in joint projects that ended up in his strong engagement to  
represent the Academy of Fine Arts and Design Bratislava in the international 
Winter School of GSA (Glasgow School of Art) amongst other partners in 
Spain, Kyrgyzstan, China and Germany. 

In addition, I have to highlight Marcel Benčík´s strong personal character that 
makes him a perfect partner not only myself, but also all the other partners I 
know and experienced together with him enjoy a lot to collaborate. He is 
highly communicative, empathic and passionate about his academic activities. 

I am sure that Marcel Benčík has made outstanding artistic and academic 
contributions and thus significantly impacted Slovak education and culture. 
His students I had the privilege to meet and work with are experienced, reflec-
tive, critical and developed a strong visual language (in different stages of 
their academic career, from master students to PhD candidates). I am sure 
this enables his students to hold prominent positions visual communication 
and academia impacting future generations. In addition, Marcel Benčík has 
made highly remarkable contributions to your Academy as a future-oriented 
design school emphasizing critical reflection, social impact, creativity, 
systematic work, technological foundations, and interdisciplinary knowledge. 

Based on my knowledge of his strong achievements and contributions, I 
highly recommend that Associate Professor Marcel Benčík will be awarded 
the academic title of Professor in the field of Design. 

I regret a lot of not being able to join his inaugural lecture on October 9, and 
please do not hesitate to get back to me for any further questions. 

Professor Philipp Heidkamp 

Cologne/Barcelona, September 19, 2024 

podpísaný v.r.


